
                      

 

Latin America Investigative Reporting Course 2017 

 

The Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism and the Fundación Gabriel García Márquez para el Nuevo 
Periodismo Iberoamericano – FNPI – announce an alliance to provide training of journalists in Latin America, and the launch of 
the Latin America Investigative Reporting Course to be held in Cartagena, Colombia, in March 2017 

The intent of an agreement signed by Columbia Journalism Dean Steve Coll and by Jaime Abello Banfi, Director General of FNPI, 
is “the development of training activities and the interchange of journalists from the Americas to implement the excellence, 
innovation and the ethics of journalism, building on the record and recognition that both institutions have attained worldwide.” 

The Investigative Reporting Course will last two weeks – from March 6 to 17, 2017 – and will be conducted in Spanish. It is 
designed for journalists from throughout Iberoamerica who work in any news media platform. It will cover the basic elements of 
investigative reporting, from how to conceive an investigative project, to the techniques used throughout the reporting process. The 
new course mirrors the Summer Investigative Reporting Course that Columbia Journalism has offered annually since 2012.  

This Latin American course will include discussions and workshops on data journalism, cross-border research, and legal research 
to be delivered by a group of world-class instructors, including Columbia University professors, FNPI journalism teachers, and 
journalists from Latin America and elsewhere. Workshops will include sessions on obtaining information from global data sources, 
as well as how to analyze and visualize it, and tell digital stories on multiple platforms. During the program, journalists will refine 
their skills for hunting for international public records, the use of financial documents, interviewing techniques, structuring of 
investigative stories, and using multimedia. 

Enrollment for the course is open to current journalists and editors of research projects. The program also offers benefits for 
university professors who teach investigative journalism in their courses. The contents of the course will not only encourage the 
undertaking of long-term journalistic research, but also the use of investigative techniques in daily storytelling. 

The directors of this program are Prof. Giannina Segnini of Columbia University, former research editor of the newspaper La 
Nación of Costa Rica and winner of the Recognition for Excellence of the Gabriel García Márquez Award for Journalism at the 
FNPI in 2013, and Ernest R. Sotomayor, Dean of Students and Director of Latin American Initiatives at the Columbia University 
School of Journalism. The program is supported by both FNPI and the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Reporting at Columbia 
Journalism School. FNPI is coordinated by José Luis Novoa, Director of the FNPI Center for Journalism. 
 
 
For more information, contact:  
 
 
Ernest R. Sotomayor, Dean of Student Affairs & Latin American Initiatives esotomayor@columbia.edu  
José Luis Novoa,  Director of the Center for Journalism at Fundación Gabriel García Márquez para el Nuevo Periodismo 
Iberoamericano - FNPI: jlnovoa@fnpi.org  
 
For more details on the Latin America Investigative Reporting Course and to apply: http://bit.ly/PeriodismoInvestigativoLatAm 


