
 

 

  
 Three Columbia Journalism School Students 

Chosen for International Ethics Program 
 

Yemile Bucay, Armando Tonatiuh Torres-Garcia, and Nokuthula Manyathi   
Join Groundbreaking Program for Journalists 

 
May 11. 2017. New York, NY— The Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics (FASPE) today 
announced three Columbia Journalism Students who will participate in a two-week program in Germany and Poland that 
examines the media’s conduct during the Nazi era. Yemile Bucay, Armando Tonatiuh Torres-Garcia and Nokuthula 
Manyathi join 12 other journalism students and early-career professionals who will focus on the conduct of reporters and 
other media professionals during the Nazi occupation of Europe as a way to reflect on contemporary journalism ethics.  
 
FASPE, in its eighth year, engages graduate students and early-stage practitioners in five fields (business, journalism, law, 
medicine, and seminary) via an intensive course of study focused on the most pressing and contemporary ethical issues in 
their professions. It offers daily seminars led by specialized faculty who engage fellows in discussions and critical 
thinking about the historical and contemporary context of media ethics.  
 
“By educating students about the causes of the Holocaust and the power of their chosen professions, FASPE seeks to 
instill a sense of professional responsibility for the ethical and moral choices that the Fellows will make in their careers 
and in their professional relationships,” said David Goldman, FASPE’s founder and chairman. 
 
Prior to World War II, German professionals were well regarded internationally. In many respects, they set the standard 
for a commitment to quality of practice and for independence from state and political influence. Yet, leaders and 
practitioners in each of the professions, and often the institutions they represented, were fundamentally involved in 
designing, enabling, and/or executing the crimes of Nazi Germany. FASPE studies the perpetrators to emphasize the 
essential role of professionals and to ask how and why professionals abandon their ethical guideposts. 
 
The FASPE Journalism program examines the role of journalists in the Nazi state, underscoring the reality that moral 
codes governing the profession can break down or be distorted with devastating consequences. With this historical 
background, the Journalism fellows are better positioned to confront contemporary issues.    
 
In 2017, the Journalism program will be led by Gabriel Kahn, Professor of Professional Practice of Journalism at the 
University of Southern California Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism, and Ilene Prusher, an award-
winning journalist on the faculty of Florida Atlantic University's School of Communication & Multimedia Studies. 
 
“I am grateful for the opportunity to reflect on the ethics of journalism within a community of professionals drawn 
together by a desire to learn from historical example,” said Yemile Bucay, a student at the Journalism School, in reflecting 
on FASPE, “I hope to apply the frameworks we develop in my work on immigration and trauma.” Bucay, a Mexican 
journalist with a BA in humanities from Yale University, is currently investigating the impact of trauma on asylum 



 

 

adjudication in the United States in a long-form project about survivors of domestic violence who fled Central America. 
She is interested in exploring how individuals cope with dislocation, being uprooted, and the aftermath of conflict through 
storytelling, as well as in how journalists work with fragmented narratives. 
 
Armando García was also born in México, but grew up in Northern California. A 2016 graduate of the Journalism School, 
Garcia is now a reporter and producer at ABC News. Years of playing “make believe reporter” as a child led him to a 
career in broadcast journalism, he said. Garcia received an undergraduate degree in journalism from California 
Polytechnic State University and then spent two years reporting for Univision. His interests lie in religion and migration 
stories. “One may assume that the pad and pen, or camera and microphone for some, are items that separate a journalist 
from a story,” said Garcia, “Journalists, however, know this is not always the case. When the stories we cover have deep 
roots in our hearts that scratch at the foundation of our identity, it is essential to abide by a strong code of ethics. [At 
FASPE], I hope to further learn how to better juggle my responsibility to journalism, as well as to the public, when lines 
become blurred.” 
 
“Because of my country’s layered history, I have always had a keen interest in human rights,” said Nokuthula Manyathi, a 
South African journalist, currently based in New York City, “I was eager to be part of FASPE because I thought the 
program would be a great platform to continue conversations about human rights and ethics—and also look into how, as 
journalists, we can contribute to create a free and fair society.” Manyathi, who received an undergraduate degree in media 
studies and international relations from the University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa, is also a 2016 graduate of the 
Journalism School. She previously worked as a reporter in South Africa on both print and digital platforms and is 
currently the Documentary Fellow at the Journalism School. Manyathi was recently awarded “Best Student Filmmaker” 
for her thesis film at the Megacities ShortDocs Contest in Paris, France. 
 
Bucay, Garcia, and Manyathi join a diverse group of 63 FASPE fellows across all five programs who were chosen 
through a competitive process that drew close to 1,000 applicants from around the world. FASPE covers all program 
costs, including travel, food, and lodging. 
 
The experience of the Journalism fellows is enhanced by traveling alongside Business and Law fellows, who together – 
in formal and informal settings – consider how ethical constructs and norms in their respective professions align and 
differ. In 2017, the three groups will begin their trip in Berlin on Sunday, May 21 and travel on to Krakow and 
Oświęcim (the town in which Auschwitz is located), Poland, on May 26. In Berlin, the program includes museum 
visits, meeting with a Holocaust survivor, and educational workshops at the House of the Wannsee Conference, the site 
where state and Nazi Party agencies convened in 1942 to coordinate plans for the Nazis’ “Final Solution.” In Krakow, 
fellows will continue their seminars at Jagiellonian University, one of Europe’s oldest and most prestigious 
universities, and at Auschwitz, they will be guided by the distinguished educational staff of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
State Museum. 
 
After the program, each fellow will submit an essay focused on a contemporary ethical issue of his or her choice. Select 
essays are published in the annual FASPE Journal, which showcases work in all five disciplines.  
 
The Journalism Program was initially developed with the assistance of Ari Goldman and Andie Tucher, both professors at 
the Columbia Journalism School. Since the Journalism program was first piloted in 2011, fellows from more than 20 
journalism schools and a number of media institutions have participated. FASPE Journalism alumni are now work as 
editors, reporters, nonfiction writers, photojournalists, broadcasters and otherwise, across a wide range of media. 
 
FASPE maintains long-term relationships with its fellows in order to sustain commitment to ethical behavior and to 
provide a forum for continued dialogue. Today, the Fellowship boasts a total of 384 alumni across its five programs. 
 
“FASPE is committed to a long-term relationship with Fellows in order to sustain the ideas raised during the program. 
FASPE fosters an active network of alumni and provides a variety of opportunities for Fellows to exchange ideas and to 



 

 

meet to continue the dialogue started during our trips as they move forward in their careers,” said Thorin R. Tritter, 
FASPE’s Managing Director. “The centerpiece of these efforts is our annual Alumni Reunion & Symposium where 
Fellows from all years discuss the current issues in their respective fields and participate in various inter-disciplinary 
networking activities.”  
 
To learn more about FASPE and its programs, visit www.FASPE.info or contact Thorin Tritter at ttritter@faspe.info.  
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